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PI Day Fun!
The San Francisco Exploratorium is credited with the very first Pi Day Celebration
on March 14, 1988. (BTW, they have an online celebration going on FB and
YouTube this year at 1:15 p.m. on 3/14/21). The U.S. House of Representatives
passed HRES 224 on March 12, 2009, officially recognizing March 14th as PI
Day. Math teachers have been finding ways to celebrate 'their' holiday ever year!
While this year may pose unique challenges for this celebration, there are many
activities to choose from at different grade levels. NCTM has activites from
elementary school to high school listed on their special Pi Day Celebration page.
Of course, www.piday.org is a clearing house for fun ways to celebrate -- as well
as to find your Birthday in Pi! Number 3 on the Top Ten Ways to Celebrate Pi
(see below) can be done with virtual or F2F students.

NCTM Pi Day Page
PiDay.org

If you are F2F, you might consider making paper chains where each color is a
designated digit, or post the digits of pi where each digit is made/decorated by
individual students (this write once did 596 digits in a MS -- didn't think that one
through as to time to put them up/down!), or make Pi Skylines.
Texas Instrument's recent weekly webinar was entitled Mathtastic Pi Day
Activities, gave tech and non-tech options, including a Jamboard activity AND
a calculus activity about finding the volume of a torus, in real life (donuts)
and/or using TI-Nspire technology! It is available on YouTube now.
Interested in a Real Aloud for Sir Cumference & The Dragon of Pi by
elementary teacher Cindy Neuschwander? Watch HERE
A blog post has specific suggestions for MS teachers, along with a
downloadable coloring page and a Pixel Math activity (you need to provide an
email address).
With creator permission (FB groups can be awesome!), STEM Nerdd is
offering a free Google Slides based set of activities for grades 8th - 11th that
can be done virtually or in person. It will download to your Google Drive.
There are a plethora of videos about Pi on YouTube. High School students
might enjoy a sing-along version of the rap song parody of "Lose Yourself...in
the Digits of Pi" by teachpi.org or one of the many songs created when you
assign a number 0 through 9 to a musical note. This one is by Numberphile -who has an incredible pi playlist as well!
However you decide to celebrate or acknowledge Pi Day with your
students, we hope you can have a little fun. If you share to social media,
please use #PiDay and #MCTM so we can all celebrate with you!
Did we miss any resource YOU like to use? Let us know!

Thinking about warmer weather? We are too!
We are planning for the return of our Annual Institute & Conference event!

This year’s conference will provide sessions and experiences in four strands on:
Effective Teaching Practices
Building Knowledge for Teaching
Teachers as Leaders & Change Agents
Creating Inclusive Spaces & Promoting Social Justice
Stay tunes for a separate email with a poll about our event!

Read the entire article! Click on the link below!
Top Tips for Tackling the SAT with TI Tech

Next Session: March 15, 2021 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Register for March's Session Here!

#EmpoweringMathEd Series
February's session with Dr. Imani Goffney from the University of Maryland led
a session in "Rehumanizing Mathematics." This powerful session was well
attended and there was lots of discussion in breakout groups.

This our series that focuses on the SMPs across grade levels. We are coordinating with
Professor of Education and Mathematics Patricio Herbst and Assistant Research
Scientist Amanda Milewski from the University of Michigan to bring MI Math Community
readers information and opportunities around the Standards of Mathematical Practices.
District math specialists and curriculum leaders are encouraged to reach out to discuss
ways of providing professional development to larger groups of teachers.

SMP 3: Construct Viable Arguments & Critique the Reasoning of Others
In this module, participants will have the opportunity to engage with an
instructional scenario drawn from the secondary geometry curriculum.
Specifically, participants will observe, annotate, and read other participants’
annotations of a scenario in which students are working on the Quadrilateral
problem, where they are asked to prove “that the midpoint quadrilateral of an
isosceles trapezoid is a rhombus.” In the scenario, students debate the validity
of a classmate’s argument and “compare the effectiveness of two plausible
arguments, distinguish correct logic or reasoning from that which is flawed, and
—if there is a flaw in an argument—explain what it is.” After considering
various ways the teacher could support SMP #3, participants will have the

various ways the teacher could support SMP #3, participants will have the
opportunity to try implementing the SMP with their own students and receive
feedback from an online facilitator.
The course will award 5 SCECHs upon completion.
Visit https://lessonsketch.catalog.instructure.com/ to enroll for $75 (use the
code MCTM1).

SMP #3 is more than “explain your answer.” The ability to thoughtful, evidencebased critiques is a life-long skill that will be useful far beyond the mathematics
classroom. Through math, students can learn how to provide
counterexamples, justify conclusions, and compare multiple arguments. The
activity included with this SMP’s Einstein Video has a link to an NSF funded,
transition to algebra website that would work well with multiple grade levels in
both a F2F one-to-one technology environment and a virtual environment.
The Chasing Einstein Challenge is a 9-week activity for 3rd-12th grade
students designed to help them become creative and persistent problem
solvers. Click on the image below to go to the video or click HERE. These
materials are free for classroom teachers to use!

Rebecca Binkley, Region 14 Director
Rebecca teaches high school mathematics at DeTour Area Schools on the eastern side of the
Upper Peninsula. Rebecca initially became a member of MCTM to be able to collaborate with
other mathematics educators and because of the discount offered on the Annual Conference.
She became the Region 14 Director in part to give voice to mathematics educators in the
Upper Peninsula, as well as to help spread the vision of MCTM. As Region 14 Director she
would like to see an increase in membership throughout the region and a greater opportunity
for collaboration.
Rebecca’s passion for teaching and learning began 20 years ago while living in the Lower
Peninsula. She has also been a teacher and administrator in Alaska and Kansas. She moved
back to the state a few years ago to be closer to family and for the opportunity to teach and live
in the Upper Peninsula. Although she has taught in several different settings, Rebecca
especially enjoys working in rural public schools. She feels that it provides her the opportunity
to get to know all her students on a more personal level. One of her goals is to ensure that
students in rural settings are offered a high level of quality mathematics instruction.

Megan Frazer
Megan in an Undergraduate Student member of MCTM and was the 2020 recipient of MCTM’s
Miriam B. Schaefer Scholarship, among other awards and scholarships. She is currently
attending Northern Michigan University located in Marquette, Michigan. Megan originally grew
up in Minnesota, but moved to Escanaba, Michigan during high school, which is where here
family still currently lives. She is currently studying Secondary Education at NMU with a major
in Mathematics and a minor in Earth Science. She looks forward to student teaching next fall at
a middle school in Wisconsin and graduating in December 2021 with her bachelor’s degree.
She plans to stay in the Midwest and would like to teach Middle School mathematics.
Although, she is open to the possibilities, and as she says: “The world is my oyster!”
Megan states that, “growing up I had a lot of role models who were involved with mathematics.
My mom was an incredible teacher, chef, and baker, my dad was an engineer, and my uncle
wrote a math book, Chenier's Practical Math Dictionary. Naturally, I got involved with applicable
mathematics at a very young age: helping cook, bake, and construct things. As I grew up, I
attended math competitions and joined robotics. Mathematics will continue to be a huge part of
who I am, and I hope that my passion for the subject and its applications shines through to my
future students.” This led to her desire to pursue teaching mathematics. She has already
received her Substitute Teaching License, has worked as a teaching assistant, and currently
teaches at the Rise Above tutoring center in Marquette where she works one-on-one with
middle and high school students. Her current hobbies include singing, acting, volunteering,
traveling, and enjoying the outdoors.

Adventures with Mathematics Activities
An MCTM initiative created a series of books called Adventures with Mathematics,
designed for students as summer activities but can easily be used in the classroom -- F2F
or for remote learners. Here are the two activities we are highlighting this month. They are
free of charge on the Publications page of the MCTM website. Are you a member? We are
working on making all 12 books accessible for members for FREE!

Link to Publications Page

Link to Article
During this time of staying closer to home, many people have revisited hobbies from
yesterday to help keep busy (NOT a problem for teachers during this time) or to help
maintain mental health. Puzzles, board games, crafts…all are on the list. Knitting had
already been making an inroad to new demographics and Science News published an article
entitled “How one physicist is unraveling the mathematics of knitting.”
“Matsumoto, now at the Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta, is teasing out the
mathematical rules that dictate how stitches impart such unique properties to fabrics. She
hopes to develop a catalog of stitch types, their combinations and the resulting fabric
properties. Knitters, scientists and manufacturers could all benefit from a dictionary of
knits, she says.”
Interested in reading more?

Who has been a mentor to you? To whom have YOU been a mentor?
We would like to give our Community an opportunity to acknowledge the mentors
in their teaching life. These are the people who encouraged, inspired, and
supported you in this complex journey of being a educator. Send your story (and
a picture if possible) to publications@mictm.org.
One of this editor's mentors was a man well known to educators in Southeast
Michigan. Richard (Dick) Sietz. Dick spent 50 years in mathematics education.
He was a high school math teacher, instructor at WCCCD, and long-time board
member of the Detroit Area Council of Teachers of Mathematics (DACTM) -serving as President and then in the long-time role of Editor of the DACTM journal
The Factorial!
After a short but valiant battle with lung cancer, Dick (a non-smoker) passed away
on February 17, 2021. His energy and enthusiasm for people, for teaching, for
mathematics, and for supporting fellow educators was an inspiration to me and
many others. Whether dressed up as a wizard for "Math of Harry Potter" session
or warmly greeting and assisting arrivals at the annual DACTM conference, Dick
exuded warmth and sincerity for all. His legacy lives on in the thousands of lives
he touched. Our sincere condolences to his family.
Christine Kincaid Dewey, MCTM Publications Director

Welcome to MI Math Community! One of MCTM’s renewed initiatives is a monthly enewsletter to share information about mathematics, mathematics education, and the
happenings of MCTM.
Have an idea or topic you’d like to see included? Have a short article to submit for
publication consideration? Want to give feedback? Please email MCTM Publications
Director and MI Math Community Editor Christine Kincaid Dewey at
Publication@mictm.org . Look for the e-newsletter to develop and grow over time based
on member input.
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